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Introduction 

• Grove City College (GCC) rich 
humanities core curriculum
• Primarily a Western civilization core
• Hamlet and The Banquet
• What does it mean to be an 

educated person in an increasingly 
globalized world? 
• Liberal arts and humanities core 

courses as an academic venue for 
pursuing cross-cultural, intertextual 
learning. 



My Background

• 2008: Joint venture between 
New York Institute of 
Technology (NYiT) and 
Nanjing University of Posts 
and Telecommunications 
(NUPT), Nanjing

• 2009: Volunteer summer 
camps for Chinese orphans, 
Kunming

• 2010 and 2011: Yanbian
University of Science and 
Technology (YUST), Yanji



My Background

• 2014: Joined Grove City College
• 2016: Began teaching Civilization and 

Literature
• Integrated Eastern and Western texts 

and films
• Paired Plato and Aristotle with 

Confucius 
• Read Art of War with the film Red Cliff
• Read Rape of Nanking with the films 

Purple Butterfly and Flowers of War
• Recognizing shared perspectives
• Collaborative, cross-cultural human 

flourishing 



Class Activity

1. Explain, analyze, and discuss how Hamlet and The Banquet treat 
epistemology: how can we know truth and reality? Be sure to 
indicate and explain points of agreement and disagreement 
between the films. 

2. Explain, analyze, and discuss how Hamlet explores the power 
dynamics of succession and how The Banquet explores dynastic 
power and clan politics in ancient China. What issues and concerns 
are similar? In what ways are these issues culturally different? 

3. How do these films represent love? How is love defined? What 
kinds of love do we see? What do we learn about the importance of 
human love? 



Class Activity

4. What do these films say about the nature and dangers of revenge 
and its relationship to justice? Discuss any similarities and 
differences you notice.

5. Discuss how the films represent justice. Analyze how Shakespeare 
explores mercy, forgiveness, and grace in relation to justice. To 
what extent do we see mercy and grace in the Chinese context? 
How does The Banquet relate fate and justice? Explain.

6. Discuss the function of art and artifice in these two films. How do 
these films represent the wearing of masks? How do masks in The 
Banquet relate to notions of face and shame in Chinese culture? 
Point out and discuss any similarities and differences you see. 



Conclusion
• Missing the “metaphysics of 

story”
• Dialogic reading that is 

intertextual and intercultural
• Plato and Hamlet’s 

epistemology
• Aristotle and ethics in Hamlet
• Confucius and filial piety, 

virtue, loyalty, face in The 
Banquet
• Sun Tzu and mandates of 

Heaven
• Foster mutual understanding 

and collaborative human 
flourishing


